
CHATTANOOGA HISTORIC ZONING COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

 
October 17, 2019 

 
The duly advertised meeting of the Chattanooga Historic Zoning Commission was held on 
October 17, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. at the Development Resource Center, Conference Room 1A.  
Chair Steve Lewin called the meeting to order.  Secretary Dottie McKinney called the roll 
and swore in all those who would be addressing the Commission.  Chair Steve Lewin 
explained the rules of procedures and announced that the meeting is being recorded. 
 
Members Present:  Chair Steve Lewin, Vice Chair Melissa Mortimer, Matt McDonald, 
Hannah Forman, Skip Pond, Rachel Shannon and Lee Helena.  
 
Members Absent: None. 
 
Staff Members Present:  Development Review Planner Sarah Robbins, Secretary Dottie 
McKinney, City Attorney Robert Robinson. 
 
Applicants Present: Frank McDonald, Leah Golden, Kate Myer (Dwell Designed 
Construction), Melanie Stallings, Paul Wilkinson, Devin Schnelle, William Steve Lewin, 
Tarek Forgani and Zach Forgani 
 
Chairman Steve Lewin explained the rules of procedures.  
 
Approval of Minutes: Steve Lewin made a motion to approve September 2019 meeting 
minutes.  Lee Helena seconded the motion.  All in favor, the motion was unanimously 
approved.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Case #19-HZ-00057 – 950 Vine Street – Raised driveway, canopy, building addition 
 
Project Description: 
The applicant, Frank McDonald has applied for the following work: 

• Raised driveway 
• Canopy 
• Building addition 

 
There were comments from the community. 
Bill Glascock and his wife Sue Glascock of 924 Fortwood Street said Frank McDonald has 
done a wonderful job. 
 
Discussion: A discussion followed between the Commission members. 
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Skip Pond made a motion to approve Case 19-HZ-00057: 950 Vine Street, as submitted 
pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-15e and 
pursuant to the Fort Wood Design Guidelines, approval subject to any and all 
conditions.  Rachel Shannon seconded the motion.  All in favor, the motion carried to 
approve.   
 
The following conditions were noted in the motion:  Delete the small window in 
second floor’s addition.  Shift the canopy to align with windows above. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Case #19-HZ-00131 – 508 Fortwood Place – Exterior of the structure alterations (rear 
sunroom) 
 
Project Description:  
The applicant, Leah Golden, has applied for the following work: 

● Exterior of the structure alterations (rear sunroom) 
  

There were comments from the community. 
 
Bill Glascock of 924 Fortwood Street first wanted to thank Skip Pond for volunteering to 
serve on this Commission and second, he has no objection to any of this. 
 
Jenny Kelly of 915 Vine Street said she supported Ms. Golden stating that it looks fantastic 
and it matches perfectly. 
 
Discussion:  A discussion between the Commission members followed.   
 
Skip Pond made a motion to approve Case 19-HZ-00131: 508 Fortwood Place, as 
submitted pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-
15e and pursuant to the Fort Wood Design Guidelines, approval subject to any and 
all conditions.  Matt McDonald seconded the motion.  Lee Helena opposed the motion.  
The motion carried to approve.   
 
The following conditions were noted in the motion:  None. 
 
Case #19-HZ-00132 – 229 Eveningside Drive – Building addition and exterior 
alterations 
 
Project Description:  
The applicant, Kate Myers with Dwell Design Construction, has applied for the following 
work: 

• Building addition 
• Exterior alterations 
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There were comments from the community.   
Eric Smith of 209 Eveningside Drive addressed the Commission with the concern of having 
paint on the chimney, shutters and windows addressed.  He also wanted to be sure there 
was going to be a strong secure fence at the rear of the property.    
 
Discussion:  A discussion between the Commission members followed.  
  
Lee Helena made a motion to defer Case 19-HZ-00132: 229 Eveningside Drive, as 
submitted pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-
15e and pursuant to the Ferger Place Design Guidelines, approval subject to any and 
all conditions.  Hannah Forman seconded the motion.   All in favor, the motion carried 
to defer to the next meeting. 
 
The following conditions were noted in the motion: Request additional information to 
include floor plan, elevations and roof plan. 
 
Case #19-HZ-00133 – 4705 Alabama Avenue – New construction of a carport and stairs 
 
Project Description:  
The applicant, Melanie Stallings, has applied for the following work: 

● New construction of a carport and stairs 
  

There were no comments from the community. 
 
Discussion:  A discussion between the Commission members followed. 
 
Steve Lewin made a motion to approve Case 19-HZ-00133: 4705 Alabama Avenue, as 
submitted pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-
15e and pursuant to the St. Elmo Design Guidelines, approval subject to any and all 
conditions.  Rachel Shannon seconded the motion.   All in favor, the motion carried 
to approve. 
 
The following conditions were noted in the motion:  None. 
 
Case #19-HZ-00134 – 4601 Alabama Avenue – New construction of a primary structure 
and demolition of a non-original outbuilding 
 
Project Description:  
The applicants, Paul Wilkinson and Devin Schnelle, have applied for the following work: 

● New construction of a primary structure 
● Demolition of a non-original outbuilding 
  

There were no comments from the community. 
  
Discussion:  A discussion between the Commission members followed.  There were a few 
concerns about the style of the building and keeping in the character of the neighborhood.  
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Rebuttal:  Ms. Schnelle said she was concerned about all the changes changing the height.  
Both she and Mr. Wilkinson said they drew the plans and it was in keeping with the character 
of the neighborhood.  Ms. Robbins assured them the height would not change. 
 
At this time a 5 minute break was taken.  Steve Lewin made a motion to break for 5 
minutes.  Matt McDonald seconded the motion.  All in favor, the motion carried to 
break. 
 
The meeting resumed. 
 
Lee Helena made a motion to approve Case 19-HZ-00134: 4601 Alabama Avenue, as 
submitted pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-
15e and pursuant to the St. Elmo Design Guidelines, approval subject to any and all 
conditions.  Rachel Shannon seconded the motion.   All in favor, the motion carried 
to approve. 
 
The following conditions were noted in the motion: Driveway entrance shall have 
matching column and match material of existing.  Dormer shall have shed roof.  Cat 
slide slope shall be limited from eave to opposite eave and not exceed 2nd story 
window head height.  Parking area shall not be placed in front of house.  Roof 
materials shall be consistent shingles except for front bay window and 4’ side porch 
entrance.  Changes must be submitted in new drawings submitted to staff before COA 
is issued. 
 
Matt McDonald made a motion to make the second to the last case the next case to 
be heard.  Melissa Mortimer seconded the motion.  All in favor, the motion carried to 
approve. 
 
At this point Chairman Steve Lewis recused himself as acting Chairman for his case and 
Melissa Mortimer took the role of Chairman. 
 
Case #19-HZ-00135 – 1227 West 53rd Street – New construction of a primary structure  
 
Project Description:  
The applicant, Steve Lewis, has applied for the following work: 

• New construction of a primary structure 
• Driveway 
• Retaining wall 
• Parking area 
  

There were no comments from the community. 
 
Discussion:  A discussion between the Commission members followed.   
 
Matt McDonald made a motion to approve Case 19-HZ-00135: 1227 West 53rd Street, 
as submitted pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 10, Article II, Section 
10-15e and pursuant to the St. Elmo Design Guidelines, approval subject to any and 






