ORDINANCE NO. 11724
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, CHAPTER 22.5, SECTIONS 22.5-51,  BY DELETING REFERENCES TO CERTAIN CLASSES OF MECHANICAL LICENSES AND DESIGNATING QUALIFICATIONS FOR MASTER MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS AND JOURNEYMAN MECHANICS, AND TO AMEND SECTIONS 22.5-52, 22.5-54 AND 22.5-55 TO PROVIDE REVISED EXAMINATION AND LICENSE FEES, AND TO AMEND SECTIONS 22.5-58, 22.5-59, 22.5-62(a), 22.5-64(a), 22.5-65, 22.5-66 AND 22.5-67 TO PROVIDE EXEMPTIONS FROM WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS, AND UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, TO PROVIDE FOR TEMPORARY REGISTRATION.
______________________________________________________

SECTION 1.  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-51, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-51.
Application for examination required; contents, qualifications.
(a)
Application for Examination.  All persons now or hereafter desiring to engage in the installation, servicing and/or repairing of mechanical or environmental control systems, including alterations, repairs, replacement of equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and/or appurtenances, and including ventilating, heating, cooling, air conditioning and refrigeration systems, incinerators and other energy related systems, either as a Master Mechanical contractor or a journeyman mechanic, shall apply in writing to the secretary of the Board for an application to take the respective examination, as specified in this division.  Such application must be completed fully and returned to the secretary of the Board with a check or money order for the proper examination fee no later than thirty (30) days prior to the examination date.  Upon approval of the application by the Board, the applicant shall appear before the Board for examination for the particular license applied for.
  The examinations for Master Mechanical contractor and journeyman mechanics, shall be different, reasonable and especially thorough, so as to obtain from the applicant an understanding of the extent of knowledge and the subject matter upon which the applicant is questioned.  “To engage in business” as defined in this Chapter shall mean “to hold or be held out to the public for hire” in the mechanical business.
(b)
Qualifications of Master Mechanical contractors.  Any person shall be eligible for the examination as a Master Mechanical contractor who:

1.
Has three (3) or more years’ practicable experience as a Journeyman Mechanic Class 1 or Class 2 HVAC and/or sheet metal mechanic in a metropolitan area of the city; or


2.
Has held an unrevoked Master Mechanical Contractor, Class 1 or Class 2 HVAC or sheet metal contractor’s license in the city; or any other governmental agency licensing HVAC and sheet metal contractors; or
3.
Has a professional license to practice engineering in the state; and/or

4.
Has had such education and experience in heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems and/or sheet metal installation and design in commercial, industrial or residential installations as shall be acceptable to the Board.

(c)
Qualifications of Journeyman Mechanics.  Any person shall be eligible for examination as a Journeyman Mechanic who:

1.
Has three (3) or more years’ practicable experience as a registered Journeyman or HVAC/sheet metal helper in the metropolitan area of the city.  One (1) year shall be equivalent to a minimum of two thousand (2,000) hours’ actual experience in HVAC/sheet metal installations; or

2.
Has previously held an unrevoked Journeyman Mechanic, HVAC mechanic or sheet metal mechanic license in the city or any other governmental agency licensing HVAC and sheet metal mechanics; and/or

3.
Has had such experience in heating, ventilation and air conditioning work or sheet metal work as shall be acceptable to the Board.

(d)
Proof of Qualifications.  The Board shall require written proof of any of the above qualifications, and it is the responsibility of the applicant to provide such definite proof with his application.

(Ord. No. 99046, § 1, 10-18-88)


SECTION 2.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-52, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-52.  Examinations to be written; records required.
Examinations for Master Mechanical Contractors and Journeyman mechanics given by the Board shall be written and a complete record of the results of every examination shall be kept on file by the Board for a minimum period of five (5) years after the date of examination.
(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88)

SECTION 3.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-54, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:
Sec. 22.5-54.  Examination fee established.
Examination fees in the following amount shall accompany the application for examination:

Master Mechanical Contractor………………………..…$   100.00

Journeyman Mechanics………………………………….
100.00

(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88)

These fees shall cover all costs to the City of Chattanooga for the costs of written examinations and proctoring fees in connection with these examinations.

SECTION 4.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-55, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-55.  License fee established.
Fees for license granted or renewed under this article shall be for each year or part thereof as follows:

Master Mechanical Contractor………………………….$
200.00

Journeyman Mechanic………………………………….
  20.00

Registered Helper……………………………………… No Charge

(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88)

SECTION 5.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-58, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-58.  Classes of license; limitations.
(a)
The following classes of licenses shall be issued by the Board of Mechanical Examiners.

(b)
A Master Mechanical contractor license shall entitle the holder thereof to perform the installation, servicing, maintenance and repairing of heating, ventilation and air conditioning environmental control systems with no input restrictions upon the amount of tonnage or cooling or BTU restriction upon heating.  A Master Mechanical contractor’s license shall entitle the holder thereof to engage in the business of and secure permits for any work covered by the International Mechanical Code, subject to any limitation in effect for such contractor’s license.

(c)
A Journeyman mechanic license shall entitle the holder thereof to perform the installation, alteration and repair of any environmental/control system within the city utilizing knowledge of heating and refrigeration and/or control theories, pipefitting, or structural layouts, under the supervision of a holder of a Master Mechanical contractor license.  The holder of a Journeyman Mechanic’s license may supervise other licensed mechanics or registered helpers but may not be issued permits for any work covered by the International Mechanical Code.

(d)
The Board of Mechanical Examiners may also issue special restricted licenses to persons as it determines qualified.

(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88)

SECTION 6.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-59, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-59.
Appropriate license and certificate prerequisite to doing work; exceptions.
(a)
Where any mechanical work is being done, involving the installation, alteration and repair of heating, ventilation and air conditioning environmental control systems in the city, it shall be done by a licensed Journeyman mechanic.  No person shall, in any manner, engage in the business of or secure permits for installing, maintaining, altering or repairing any heating, ventilation and air conditioning environmental control system within the city unless such person has received a Master Mechanical contractor’s license and certificate therefore; provided that, no permit shall be required in order to execute any of the following classes of work:
1.
Ordinary minor repairs for which permits are not required as specified within Section 106.2 of the International Mechanical Code.

2.
Any work involved in the manufacture, test or repair of mechanical materials, devices, appliances or apparatus so long as such manufacture, test or repair is not performed at the location of installation of heating, ventilation and air conditioning environmental control system in the city.

3.
Any work not specifically covered by the International Mechanical Code.

4.
Any mechanical work done by a registered helper under the direct supervision of a licensed Journeyman mechanic in accordance with Section 22.5-57.

(b)
It shall be unlawful for a Master Mechanical contractor to allow any person who is not licensed as a Journeyman mechanic to directly supervise any mechanical worker.

(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88)
SECTION 7.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-62(a), Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

(a)
Every holder of a Master Mechanical contractor’s license shall keep his certificate and license displayed in a conspicuous place at his principal place of business and shall identify any vehicles used in the installation, servicing and repair of heating, ventilation and air conditioning environmental control systems, including duct work or chassis parts, with his certificate number and his name of the company with which he is associated in letters and numerals not less than three (3) inches high on each side of said vehicles.  Any individual identifying vehicles for installation servicing and repair of heating, ventilation and air conditioning environmental control systems, including duct work or chassis parts, shall be required to obtain a license under this Chapter.
SECTION 8.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-64(a), Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

(a)
The Board of Mechanical Examiners shall revoke or suspend a certificate issued to any contractor or mechanic upon positive proof that such person:

SECTION 9.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-65, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-65.
Certain persons exempted from written examinations.
(a)
Existing Business.
All persons holding Class 1 and Class 2 HVAC contractor’s licenses, Class 1 and Class 2 HVAC mechanic license and Class 1 and Class 2 sheet metal mechanic licenses in accordance with Section 22.5-65 will be exempted from taking the examination by this article.  The Board of Mechanical Examiners is hereby authorized to issue Master Mechanical contractor licenses to any holder of a Class 1 or Class 2 HVAC or Class 1 or Class 2 Sheet Metal or Plant Master and Plant Mechanical License; provided such licenses are current on the effective date of this ordinance.  The Board of Mechanical Examiners is further authorized to issue Journeyman mechanics licenses to any holder of a Class 1 or Class 2 HVAC mechanic or Class 1 or Class 2 sheet metal mechanic provided such licenses are current on the effective date of this ordinance.  All other persons desiring such licenses shall be required to conform to the requirements of this Chapter and take the necessary examination.
(b)
Newly-Annexed Territory.

1.
All Mechanical contractors who have had an established place of business located in newly-annexed territory and whose principal business has been in such territory and whose principal business has been mechanical contracting and who have maintained such place of business for three (3) or more years next preceding the date of the annexation of such territory shall be exempted from taking the written examination required by this article.  The Board of Mechanical Examiners is hereby authorized in its discretion to issue Master Mechanical contractor licenses to such persons as it deems qualified upon written application for such license, the submission of adequate written proof of the above requirements and the payment of fees set out in this article, provided that such application and payment is made within one (1) year after the date of annexation of such territory.


2.
Journeyman mechanics who are qualified under 22.5-51(b) of this article and whose legal place of residence has been in the newly-annexed area for the three (3) years next preceding the annexation of such territory or who are currently employed by a Master Mechanical contractor whose principal place of business is in the newly-annexed area shall be exempted from taking the examinations required by this article.  The Board of Mechanical Examiners is hereby authorized to issue journeyman mechanic licenses to such persons upon written application for said license, the submission of adequate written proof of the above requirements and the payment of fees set out in this article, provided that such application and payment is made within one (1) year after the date of annexation of said territory.

(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88)

SECTION 10.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-66, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-66.
Temporary certificates.
Anything hereinabove to the contrary notwithstanding, however, it shall be lawful for the Board of Mechanical Examiners through the Office of the Chief Mechanical Inspector of the city, to issue a temporary journeyman mechanic’s license to any applicant who presents evidence of qualifications as a journeyman mechanic and pays the prescribed fee.  The Chief Mechanical Inspector shall determine the qualifications of the applicant and may at his discretion restrict the limits of the use of the temporary license.  The temporary journeyman mechanic’s license shall be valid for one (1) year from the date of issue and may be renewed for no more than one (1) additional year, at the discretion of the Chief Mechanical Inspector.  The intent of this limitation of renewal is to limit one (1) individual to no more than two (2) years of operation under temporary license.  The Board of Mechanical Examiners may revoke for just cause the said temporary journeyman mechanic’s license permit at any time.

(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88; Ord. No. 9625, § 2, 10-15-91)

SECTION 11.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chapter 22.5, Section 22.5-67, Part II, Chattanooga City Code, be and hereby is amended by striking said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 22.5-67.
Helper registration.
Any person who shall apply for registration as a helper upon a written form provided for that purpose by the city shall be registered by the Board of Mechanical Examiners without examination and without charge.  A certificate of registration as a helper shall be issued to such applicant, without charge, and such certificate of registration shall be permanent and not renewed annually.  Any helper shall only do mechanical work under the direct supervision of a licensed journeyman mechanic.
(Ord. No. 9046, § 1, 10-18-88; Ord. No. 9625, § 2, 10-15-91)

SECTION 12.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED THAT this Ordinance shall be effective two (2) weeks from and after its passage.

PASSED on Second and Final Reading

                  July 26                       , 2005.
S/________________________________________








CHAIRPERSON







APPROVED:        X       DISAPPROVED: _______







DATE:                    July 29                      , 2005






S/_______________________________________









MAYOR



PAN/kac

PAGE  
1

